
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 
.THE WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION 

'rHE INTERGOVERNMENTAL OCEANOGRAPHIC COMMISSION O~ THE 
UN I'fEO NA'rIONS EOUCA'rIONAL, SCIEN'f IFIC AND CULTURAL ORGl\NIZA'f ION 

'fHE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC UNIONS AND 
THE UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME 

The WMO, the IOC of UNESCO, the ICSU and the UNEP, 

NO'rING1 

(1) The reconrnendation, embodied in paragraphs 5 to 8 of Section C in 
the statement of the Second World Climate Conference, concerning the creation 
of a Global Climate Observing SystE!m1 

(2) Resolution XVI-8 of the sixteenth session of the IOC Assembly, to 
undertake the development of a Global Ocean Observing System and participate 
in the Global Climate Observing System1 

(3) Resolution 9 (Cg-XI) of the eleventh World Meteorological 
Congress, to establish a Global Climate Observing System1 

(4) Resolution 21 (Cg-XI) on the relationship between the Global 
Ocean Observing System and the Global Climate Observing System. 

(5) The decision of the sixtieth meeting of the ICSU Executive Board 
that ICSU should join WMO and IOC of UNESCO in the formation of the Global 
Climate Observing System. 

(6) The decision of the sixteenth session of the UNEP Governing 
Council that UNEP should support, within available resources, the creation of 
a Global Climate Observing System and assist in ensuring that lts development 
and implementation are pursued with urgency. 

RECOGNIZING the need to acquire comprehensive information on the 
properties and evolution of the earth's climate system, for detecting climate 
change, supporting climatological applications for economic development, and 
developing climate system science and predictions, 

CONSIDERING that the required information will encompass d~ta from 
operational meteorological, hydrological, oceanographic and other relevant 
pro9ranmes, as well as observations from research progranunes conducted by 
scientific institutions and space agencies. 

AGREE• 

(1) To co-operate in organizing a Global Climate Observing System 
(GCOS), based on the co-ordination of existing or planned operational and 
research progranrnes for observing the global climate system, and the further 
development of these progral!ll\es as required to ensure continuity of 
observations 1 

(2) That the GCOS shall have, as its long-range objectives, to 
support all aspects of the World Climate Progral!ll\e and relevant aspects of 
other climate-related global programmes, specifically to meet the data needs 
for climate systam monitoring, and for use in assessing the impacts of climate 
variability and change and applications to national economic development, as 
well as research leading to improved understanding, modelling and prediction 
of the climate system1 


















