
£';1E"IOR.-\. 'Hll:~l OF L'NDERSTA.ND1'!G BET'rVEEN 
THE WORLD "IETIOROLOGICAL ORGA.c'iIZATION 

THE INTERGOVER'Th'IE~·iTAL OCE.-\.'!OGR.\.PHIC COMMISSION OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC Ac'!D CULTURAL ORGAi.'UZATION 

THE lTNITID NATIONS ENVlRONMENT PROGRA.c'rfME A:'m 
THE INTER'i"ATIONAL COUNCIL FOR SCIENCE 

The WMO, the roe of UNESCO, the UNEP, and the ICSU, 

NOTING: 

(1) The reco=endation of the Second World Climate Conference concerning the creation of 
a Global Climate Observing System; 

(2) Resolution XVI-8 of the sixteenth session of the IOC Assembly, to undertake the 
development of a Global Ocean Observing System and participate in the Global Climate Observing System; 

(3) Resolution 10 (C g-XII) of the twelfth World Meteorological Congress, to continue the 
Global Climate Observing System; 

( 4) Resolution 21 (Cg-XI) on the relationship between the Global Ocean Observing System and 
the Global Climate Observing System; 

(5) Tne decision of the sixtieth meeting of the ICSU Executive Board that ICSU shouid join 
WMO and roe of UNESCO in the formation of the Global Climate Observing System; 

( 6) The decision of the sixteenth session of the UNEP Governing Council that UNEP shouid 
support, within available resources, the creation of a Global Climate Observing System and assist in ensuring 
that its development and implementation are pursued with urgency; 

(7) Agenda 21 which calls for systematic observations in support of sustainable development; 

(8) The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change with Articles 4 and 5 committing 
parties to promote and cooperate in systematic observation; 

(9) Reco=endations made by the Commission on Sustainable Development toward the 
development of global environmental observing systems; 

(10) The Climate Agenda, which supports, in Thrust 4, the Dedicated Observations of the 
Climate System; 

RECOGNIZING the need to acquire comprehensive information on the properties and evolution of 
the earth's climate system, for detecting climate change, observing climate variability including its impact, 
supporting climatological opplicJrions for economic development, and develcping climate system science and 
predictions, 

CONSIDER!}iG tha.t the required information will enccmp3'is dat:i from operotional meteorological, 
hydrological, oceanogrophic and other relevant progrommes, as well as observations from rese3.fch 
programmes conducted by scientific irutirutions and space agencies. 
















